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Forest Play Theme
LOGS, NESTS, HOLLOWS, WEBS, BOULDERS, RE-USE OF SITE MATERIALS 

This playground theme is meant to draw 
on and reference the natural context of 
Gig Harbor, the trees, native vegetation, 
and use of natural materials such as 
wood and rope in the play structures.

Pros:
Allows for more open-ended, imaginative play for 
children.

More natural look that blends in with the 
surroundings of the park.

Cons:
Longevity/maintenance of wood/rope versus steel/
plastic.

Perceptions of safety - natural play sometimes 
perceived as less safe than more traditional play.
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Artistic Historic/Fishing Play Theme
SCULPTURAL ELEMENTS, FISH, NETS, CATCHING METHODS, BOATS, FISH LIFE CYCLE  

This design theme draws on the history 
and culture of Gig Harbor, primarily 
the fishing industry of Gig Harbor.  By 
referencing forms from the fishing 
industry in the form of netting, fish, 
boats, maritime themes the cultural 
and historical context of Gig Harbor is 
brought to life.

Pros:

Allows for more artistic play elements in the form of 
netting, boats, fish sculptures, etc.

Great opportunity to incorporate history into the 
park theme - not necessarily limited only to the 
playground (example: boat-themed seating or 
benches could be incorporated).

Cons:

Wood components may have less longevity than 
steel or plastic.

Perceptions of safety - more non-traditional play 
elements are sometimes perceived as less safe than 
traditional play equipment.
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Historically Themed Traditional Play
TRADITIONAL STEEL AND PLASTIC PLAY EQUIPMENT

This design theme references the fishing 
and maritime history of Gig Harbor in 
the form of more traditional metal and 
plastic play equipment.

Pros:

Great opportunity to incorporate history into the 
park theme.

Potentially higher longevity / less-maintenance than 
play equipment made from natural materials.

Cons:

Less natural in appearance, design elements are 
off-the-shelf products which are more ubiquitous in 
playgrounds.
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Nature Themed Traditional Play
TRADITIONAL STEEL AND PLASTIC PLAY EQUIPMENT

This design theme references the natural 
surrounding of Gig Harbor, mimicking and 
refere in the form of more traditional 
metal and plastic play equipment.

Pros:

Great opportunity to incorporate history into the 
park theme.

Potentially higher longevity / less-maintenance than 
play equipment made from natural materials.

Cons:

Less unique design elements, less natural in 
appearance. Off-the-shelf products which are more 
ubiquitous in playgrounds.
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Pickleball Court Color Schemes
DESIGN

Option F - Classic Green Border, Blue Court, Red Non-
Volley Zone

Option C - Blue Border, LIght Blue Court, Blue Non-Volley 
Zone

Option A - Green Border, Blue Court, Green Non-Volley 
Zone

Option G - Red Border, Green Court, Red Non-Volley Zone

Option D- LIght Blue Border, Blue Court, Light Blue Non-
Volley Zone

Option B - Green Border, Blue Court, Light Blue Non-Volley 
Zone

Option E - Blue Border, Blue Court, Red Non-Volley Zone Example Image (For Reference Only)

Example Image (For Reference Only)

Example Image (For Reference Only)
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Bocce Ball Court
DESIGN

6” Wide Concrete 
Retaining Curb

Perforated Pipe 
Underdrainage System

Crushed Oyster 
Shell Surfacing

2 x 6 Composite Decking 
End Bumpers

Hinged, Latching 
Accessible Entry for 
Wheelchair Access

Seating at Court Ends

Stamped Concrete or 
Other Non-Skatable 
Surface
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Performance Shelter
DESIGN CRITERIA AND OPTIONS

• Cultural Context – Acknowledges sense of place; maritime industry, influence of boats, proximity to waterfront

• Modesty – Per GH design guidelines, not complicated or overly detailed in design and/or construction technique

• Structure – Straightforward use of wood members to resist lateral forces (earthquake) and wind uplift loads

• Scale – Sized appropriately in relation to the park, audience and performers

• Functional Flexibility – Accommodates various performing arts and group sizes, has a “stage entry”

• Site Integration – Appears to be organically connected to the site

The following schematic options are subject to change with further refinement of the selected option and/or the integration of preferred elements 

from the remaining options.

Option 2 - Northwestern aesthetic, butterfly roof, blunt 
structure, corner walls2

Option 1 - Traditional aesthetic, bowed roof, tapered 
structure, standalone backdrop1

Option 3 - Modern aesthetic, shed roof, continuous 
structure, translucent shades3

Option 4 - Sculptural aesthetic, overhang roof, mast-like 
structure, modulating surfaces4


